this week, The Secret Admirer is: 


Tell them you love them. 
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 Aquarius- Walking away 
from a shitty situation and 
cutting your losses is a form 
of victory. That wet log will 
never light and give you 
warmth. Save your matches. 


Pisces- Your intuition is 
strong this week, and you'd 
do well to listen to your guts. 
Take an extra moment to find 
effortless, direct lines to get 
where you want to go. 


Aries- Hard work and straight 
lines are not_necessarily the 
best way to get where you 
want to get this week. Do fa- 
vors. Make trades. Shake the 
right hands. Take back doors. 


Taurus- 2+2= whatever you 
want it to this week. Embrace 
cognitive.dissonance and 
lay into some shaky justifica- 
tions. If anyone calls you out 


Gemini- Sometimes our defi- 
nition of the thing is the only 
structure holding it up. Your 
BFF is maybe not still your 
BFF. Don't hold on-to useless 
nostalgia. Ask questions. 


Cancer- There is great 
strength in your secondary 
personalities this week. Let 
your other selves rise and 
take the wheel. Trust in your 
rare moods.and strange bits. 


Leo- Your ship is sinking from 
too much clutter weight. 
Scratch the dirt from be- 
tween the. floorboards and 
sweep it into the sea. This 
wind won't last forever. 


Virgo- Instead of directly ask- 
ing for what you want, weave 
your goals to the one you're 
asking. Show them how they 
will benefit from you getting 


Libra- You owe someone a 
thank you letter, It's easy to 
put that stuff off indefinitely. 
Just pick up a.pen.and get it 
over with. Every tiny chore 
you do will lessen your load. 


Scorpio- You have the skel- 
eton key to people's hearts 
this week. Anyone you touch 
will bloom. Use it wisely. Be- 
ware a hungry heart that will 
seek to take too much. 


Sagittarius- Be on _ the 
lookout for a new-location. 
There's a spot in your routine 
that will be a productive and 
enjoyable haven if you look 
at it correctly. 


Capricorn- You can. still 
get all the stuff done if you 
schedule a bit of free time 
or fun now and then. Things 
will slow down and you can 
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\ just talk louder than they do. 
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part of the “cosmic pond-water,’as she put 
it yesterday, and begrudges no being its 
place in the cosmic hierarchy. | was happy 
that she was the one conducting my ini- 
tiation into these odd mysteries. 


After changing, she led me into her 
shrine, where she had prepared a slide for 
my meditation. She turned on a small light 
in her microscope, adjusted a few dials, 
and then gestured for me to sit down and 
look into the eyepiece. | was immediately 
enchanted. Dancing before my eyes were 
dozens of animate crystal jewels, sliding 
over and around each other with a strange 
grace. Some looked minimalist, with clean 
lines, while others were as decorated and 
flamboyant as brothel dancers, waving 
fans and long whips, covered in bright 
dots and geometric shapes. As | watched, 
they seemed to waltz--or to spar--with 
one another, touching and moving apart, 
gyrating, pulsing. Some were busily eat- 
ing bits of detritus, munching like tiny 
sheep at pasture. | laughed out loud when 
| noticed these “sheeplets’--they were so 
delightfully animated, so small and yet so 
perfect in function, and in a flash | under- 
stood the emotion that had inspired these 
villagers to create their strange faith: a 
sense of wonder, brought forth through 
the contemplation and adoration of these 


it. Use the prettiest words. 


ee eed 


settle in to a nicer pace. 


“animalcules,’ undimmed by the cruel 
positivism of ages past, nurtured in small 
spaces and humble hearts. 


Too soon, Mara called me away from 
my contemplation; the light would even- 
tually disturb the little creatures, she said, 
and they needed to be safely deposited 
back in their pond--to do otherwise would 
be sacrilege. But, upon seeing the wonder 
in my eyes and my distress at being torn 
from this Lilliputian universe, she smiled 
her understanding, and hugged me, and 
then she opened a drawer in her altar and 
pressed something into my palms. It was 
another slide, this one sealed and labeled 
with yellowed paper that was barely leg- 
ible; | could just make out the word “Dia- 
tomaceae,’ which | had heard frequently 
in the village. | returned Mara’s embrace, 
and we walked together back to the pond, 
to return the tiny divine emissaries to their 
homes. [Editor’s note: the slide was most 
likely a piece of diatom art, which could 
only be viewed through a microscope. It 
is unknown whether the writer, Ozge, was 
ever able to view the slide under a micro- 
scope, since she left the village shortly 
after this entry was written; but her later 
poetry, especially the “Song of the Pure 
Forms,’ was almost certainly influenced by 
her experiences in the unnamed village.] 


howling far away 
howling by your side 


A little while back we had a flash fiction 
contest about creating your own religion 
or something. ANYway! It turns out I'm 
worse at email than | thought. There were a 
bunch of submissions from email addresses 
that gmail decided weren't relevant. | guess 
you're supposed to check your spam folder 
now and then? So without further ado, 
here's the winner. 


Chapter Three: 
The Origins of Contemporary Thought 
-Samee Kirk 


Assignment Overview 

These are excerpts from the journal 
of a professional story-gatherer named 
Ozge, circa 2357 CE (-431 NCE). These 
excerpts show us how the biophilic im- 
pulse was manifested in different societies 
post-Crash. On the one hand, we have the 
story-gatherer herself, who was raised in 
the remnants of a “second world” culture, 
where the lack of access to “first world” 
technological artefacts eventually led 
people to create novel, ecologically-based 
solutions to what were once considered 
problems to be solved by “materials sci- 
ence,’“modern medicine,’ or “engineering.” 
On the other hand, we have the society she 
describes in her travel narrative, where res- 
idents from a remnant of the “first world” 
combine an unorthodox form of biophilic 
philosophy with the use of mechano-sci- 
entific tools, to fascinating effect. As you 
read, consider the following questions: 

How does Ozge view the villagers she 
meets? Provide evidence for your claim. 

Do you think that any elements of the 
villagers’ worldview as presented here 
have persisted into the modern era? 

What aspects of our modern lives would 
shock the villagers? What aspects might 
shock the story-gatherer? 


13th Nisan, 2356 

After I'd been walking for two months, | 
started hearing stories about pale villages 
farther to the west, villages where people 
practice a strange faith rooted in the Old 
Ways...[t]wo weeks ago, | came upon one 
such village. | walked down a wide street 
lined with old-fashioned houses of con- 
crete and vinyl, looking for a guest house. 
When | could not find one, | knocked on 
the door of a large building that | thought 
could perhaps be a hotel or meeting place. 
A man emerged, dressed all in white, and 
ushered me into what | later found out 
was a sort of church. The interior of the 
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representations of diatoms and other mi- 


croscopic lifeforms. 


18th Nisan, 2356 

..they follow a strange faith, a sort of 
Manichean mysticism, whose _ principal 
concern is the veneration of complexity. 
Their understanding of Nature and the 
Universe leads them to believe that the 
whole of creation is designed to achieve 
one goal: to create forms of the highest 
possible complexity in the smallest pos- 
sible space. They believe that two funda- 
mental impulses exist, eternally at war 
with each other: the impulse towards Life, 
and its baroque experimentation with 
form and system; and the impulse towards 
Entropy, and its chilling, disorganizing ef- 
fect throughout the known Universe. 


The National Domestic Violence 


HOTLINE 


1.800.799.SAFE (7233) - 1.800.787.3224 
thehotline.org 
SUBSCRIBE TO THE ADMIRER! 


They believe that humans, as com- 
plex but comparatively large systems, fall 
somewhere in the middle of the spectrum 
of holiness. Far more treasured are micro- 
organisms: eerie viruses, feathery parame- 
cia, ubiquitous bacteria. They teach that 
the primary function of humans and other 
lifeforms visible to the naked eye is to pro- 
vide habitats for the innumerable “chosen 
ones” living upon and within them. They 
use the old tools of detection and pre- 
vention as ritual items: the microscope 
becomes the scrying glass, the needle be- 
comes the wand. 


Get a copy in the mail each week for 8 dollars 
a month. This is our attempt at crowd-sourcing 
without dealing with any of that crap, BECAUSE 
WE DON'T NEED THE INTERNET, so you'll also 
get bonus things now and then, like stickers 
and special announcements. 


Also, 100% of all the money that comes in, 
be it for ads, subscriptions or apparel, during 
January and February will go to our doomsday 
jumpkit of morning after pills and Mifepristone, 
which you have free access to simply by ask- 
ing us. Because we are paranoid. And we care 
about you. PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


2nd Maius, 2356 

Yesterday, Mara invited me to gaze into 
her scrying glass. One of their principal 
forms of meditation is to take a drop of 
pond-water, put it on a microscope slide, 
and watch the tiny forms within move 
about, while banishing all other thought 
from the mind. The activity is believed to 
encourage complex thought, and to bring 
the mind more in tune with the world of 
small things. 


| walked to Mara’s shrine after break- 
fast. She greeted me warmly and told me 
to change my walking clothes for a plain 
white robe. | felt quite official, and told her 
so, at which she laughed. She is a happy 
soul. While the other villagers believe that 
humanity’s low position on their own scale 
of holiness is a mark of shame, and there- 
fore conduct their lives as a sort of lifelong 
penitence, Mara is simply pleased to be a 
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is back! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfair mail.com 
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Crowded Fishtown House Show 
guy- Carrot Top got nothing on me. 


Copabanana - 40 & Spruce 
College age gal to college ae guy- This 


gonna be drunk all the time. 


South Broad 

guy- (to a gal that's nodding out and just 
hit her head on a rail yet gave no reaction) 
Hey are you ok? Are you ok? You're not ina 
good spot. 

gal- (quietly) | lost my heroin, man. 

guy- Lady you didn't lose your heroin, 
you fuckin’ did it. 

gal... 

(both satisfied, they part, walking in 
seperate directions) 


Forever 21 in CC 

gal 1- You gotta stop texting him back. 

gal 2- WHY? 

gal 1- Next time he asks you where you're 
going, just say ‘out; and when he asks with 
who, don't reply. Trust me. 


12 & Race 

gal 1- Did you see that my love for Drake 
went from sarcastic to genuine? 

gal 2- | mean, he's a nice Jewish boy from 
Canada. 


Johnny Brenda's 

bearded guy- (indicating the beer in 
his hand) It is good! It's just that when | 
smelled it, it reminded me of an aquarium 
filter. (takes another sip) Yeah. 


Italian Market 
young guy by himself- (sincerely) ... 
gool. 


gaba- 


2°") Put our #in your phone! |,” 
: * send in the good bits: 
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Atlantis, the Lost Bar 

guy- (gets a text and looks at phone) 
Oh Jesus, this guy keeps trying to buy 
my shoes. I'm getting sick of this. 


Fishtown 

gal- (to guy she's walking with) Oh if 
we were fucking I'd steal so much mon- 
ey from you. 

guy- Uhh...what? 

gal- (laughing) 
about it! 


Dooooon't worry 


Passyunk Square 

guy- Is it, like a thing to get a plant 
that, like, grows on you? Like a pet? 

gal- | certainly hope not! 


Behind a Closed Door 
guy- Hey girl, you ever have ring- 
worm? ... You want it? 


Brunch 
guy- (looking at phone) Woah, the In- 
ternet's really mean today. 


South Philly House Party 

gal- Yeah I'm good. (tries to stand and 
falls back down) Oh shit, no, I'm drunk. 
I can drive, it's all sitting. 


Rittenhouse Park 

guy- (on phone) Just 'cause you ask 
if you're being annoying doesn't give 
you a right to be annoying. You are an- 
noying! 


Around Town 

gal- (on phone) Is there a way to make 
your hair more slippery so it doesn't 
stick in the drain? ... Ooo | should invent 
that! 


down 
1. Obsolete place to store media 
2. Uppermost Catholic court 
3. Abandoned military post 
4. North American elk 
5. One who can TCB! 
6. Became an Islamic republic in 1979 
7. Prefix meaning “around” 
8. Gal sib 
9. The action of enrolling in the army 
10. Showing a place to someone 
11. What you must pay to play 
13. Hazard of cuddling a St. Bernard 
14. Master of potions 
20. Rant with anger 
21.Trim and tidy 
25. God of war 
26. In strange ones even death may die 
27. Acts of good nature 
28. Something to do on a soap box 
29. A whole bunch 
30. A jet of liquid particles 
31. So small 
33. This Wells was a civil rights activist 
35. Transfer of “it” status 
37. Any minute now 
39. Accounts 


across 
1. Nobody wins 
5. Follows putting a hand on your hip 
8.A stiff bristle 
o/ 12. Site of anoteworthy caucus 
13. Trigger a trypophobe 
(X__ 15. Privy to secret info 
16. Red octagon 
O\ 17. Gather skills and info 
18. Pejorative for the promiscuous 
19. Katy Perry or Dr. Dre, for example 
22. A bout of anger 
23. What Chumbawanba thumped 
24. Podmates 
26. Hands on hips 
29. 4-chambered pumpers 
31. WEI. | don’t know what it means 
32. Spooky af 
34. Weave a siren’s song 
36. Another way to spell 26 down 
38. Means of electromagnetic detection 
40. More than one serum 
41. Projected date of cessation (2 words) 
43. Magnetic recordings 
45. Harry with complaints 
46.9 more minutes 
48. The toughest Spice 
50. This metriosis causes PAIN 42. A connecting point 
51. Mineral repository 44, Small marsh bird 
52. Substance that can expand indefinitely 47, Characteristic areas 
54. Listing off 49. Steal back 
61. Gaelic language 52. Idea seed 
63. Fly off the handle 53. Characteristic zone 
64. Dwarf buffalo 55. Something to do with pee | think 
65. Coral biome 56. Someone lacking pedigree 
66. Web pages 57. Fencing sword 
67. Ornamental knob 58. Places to stay 
68. Rises from sea to sky 59. Morning's eulogy 


69. Consumed 60. To stare openly 
oo 70. Serf 62. Newt = 
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1- What's the capital of New Jersey? 

2- What common legal. term means“under penalty" in Latin? 

3- Which famous animated feature was scored by the Philadelphia Orchestra? 
4- How many sheets of paper are there in a ream? 


5- Which city had the first functioning subway? ANSWERS ON BACK 


TIME’S 


A foster home provides a safe, loving environment 
for a cat to live while he or she waits for a permanent 
home. 


You get to have a kitty pal for a while, and know that 
you are doing a very good thing, directly helping to 
save a life. 


More foster homes = More cats saved! 
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We like sack ee 
exactly the same amount : 


and that's just great. 


(unless I'm wrong. I'm often wrong.) 


